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POLICY: CATHOLIC SPECIAL CHARACTER 
 

Pu rp ose  

The  Catholic Specia l Characte r of Trin ity Catholic College  is the  provision  of a  Catholic 
education  led  by the  Gospe l va lues. 

Policy Ob je ct ive s  

To bring to  life  the  Mission  sta tem ent of the  co llege  “Trinity Ca tholic College exists to promote 
excellence in lea rning and teaching in a  clima te of fa ith and pastora l ca re for the Ca tholic 
community of Dunedin” 

De le ga t ion s  

The  Specia l Characte r Com m ittee , com posed of Board of Trin ity Catholic College  m em bers, 
the  DRS and Principa l, will ensu re  that a ll decisions and  actions undertaken  by the  Board 
prom ote  and  enhance  the  Catholic Specia l Characte r of the  College . 

 Exp e ct a t ion s  a n d  Lim it a t ion s  

The  Board  of Trin ity Catholic College  through  the  Principa l m ust: 

• ensure  tha t the  co llege  policie s and  processes re flect the  va lues of Jesus Christ and 
Catholic specia l characte r as provided  for in  the  Priva te  Colleges’ Conditiona l 
In tegra tion  Act 1975 and the  In tegration  Agreem ent for th is co llege  

• acknowledge  the  Bishop of Dunedin  as the  Proprie tor of the  College  
• ensure  that College  life  is  centred  on  the  person  of Christ and  inspired  by h is living 

sp irit 
• ensure  that Catholic specia l characte r underp ins a ll activitie s of the  co llege , and  

in fluences the  de livery of the  en tire  curricu lum   
• ensure  the  d ign ity of each  person  is uphe ld  with  a  focus on  re storative  practice , care , 

and  forgiveness 
• ensure  a ll students unde rtake  a  course  of re ligious education  according to  d irection  

from  the  New Zealand Catholic Bishops Confe rence  
• provide  opportun itie s for sharing in  the  sacram ents and  the  wide r life  of the  Catholic 

church  
• requ ire  that the  a ttitudes, va lues and  conduct of the  sta ff re flect Gospe l va lues and 

support the  Catholic specia l characte r of the  college  
• acknowledge  and  honour the  charism s of the  founding orders - Christian  Brothers, 

Dom in icans and  Siste rs of Mercy 
• provide  studen ts with  opportun itie s to  witness and  share  the  tru th  of the  Gospe l, and 

encourage  them  to live  the  Gospe l va lues, particu la rly the  va lues of Respect, Se rvice , 
Justice  and  Truth .  

• deve lop  student awareness of socia l justice  issues in  the  ligh t of Catholic socia l 
te ach ing; and  prom ote  an  attitude  of re spect and  re sponsib le  stewardsh ip  for earth  
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• value  and  re flect the  Trea ty of Waitangi th rough  b i-cu ltura l re la tionsh ips, im agery and 
signs 

• ensure  the  physica l environm en t re flects Catholic fa ith  
• ensure  tha t a ll sta ff rece ive  an  appropriate  induction  program m e and ongoing 

profe ssiona l learn ing to deve lop the ir unde rstanding of the  im plica tions and 
obliga tions of Catholic specia l characte r. 

Mon it o r in g a n d  Re p or t in g 
The  Specia l Characte r Com m ittee  will 

• report regu larly to  the  Board  of Trin ity Catholic College  on  m atte rs re la ting to  the  
Catholic specia l characte r of the  co llege  

• le ad  annual in te rna l evalua tion  based  on  the  three  d im ensions of the  NZCEO exte rna l 
review docum ent 

• com ple te  an  annual com pliance  a ttestation  based  on  review of d im ension  fou r of the  
NZCEO externa l review docum en t 

Le gis la t ive  Com p lia n ce  

Priva te  Colleges Conditiona l In tegration  Agreem ent 1975 

Education  (Update ) Am endm ent Act, 2017 

Trin ity Catholic College  In tegration  Agreem en t 

 

Ra t ifie d  b y Boa rd : Sign e d  fo r  Boa rd  

 

Date : 13 Septem ber, 2023 
 
Responsib ility:                  Board  of Trin ity Catholic College  
Reviewed:                          Sep tem ber 2023 
Next review date :               Sep tem ber 2026 
Policy:                                 Specia l characte r 
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Rela ted  Docum ents 

●        The  current Handbook for Board  of Trin ity Catholic College  of Catholic 
           In tegra ted  Colleges 

●        Catholic Specia l Characte r Review for Deve lopm en t, NZCEO 

●        Curricu lum  De livery Policy 

●        Laudato Si’ – encyclica l Pope  Francis 

●        Pastora l Care  Policy 

 
  




