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POLICY: STUDENT CELL PHONE POLICY       
 
Ra t ion a le  
Trin ity Catholic College  recogn ises that studen t ce ll phones can  be  de trim en ta l 
to  a  se ttled  classroom  learn ing environm en t, and  the  m isuse  of ce ll phone  
socia l m edia  apps can  cause  we llbe ing issues am ong young people . 
 
Trin ity Catholic College  is com m itted  to  supporting strong engagem en t with  teach ing and 
learn ing, and prom oting re spectfu l and  positive  re la tionsh ips and  com m unication  be tween 
peers that re flects the  co llege  va lues. 
 
Ob je ct ive s  

● To  re flect cu rrent gove rnm ent regu lations perta in ing to  student ce ll phones in   
school 

● To  ensure  that ce ll phones and  re lated  d igita l devices do  not d istract from  learn ing 
● To  support positive  re la tionsh ips and  face-to-face  com m unication  skills 

 
Exp e ct a t ion s  a n d  Lim it a t ion s  

• Cell phones and  earbuds/headphones m ust be  turned  off and  rem ain  in  
bags du ring the  hours of 8.30am  and 3pm  while  on  site . Th is includes 
studen ts who are  on  a  school course , or on  a  school visit or curricu lum  
activity ou tside  the  classroom  

 
• On ove rn ight EOTC trips, studen ts m ay be  pe rm itted  to  have  access to  the ir 

phones at specific tim es as se t by the  sta ff m em ber in  charge  of the  trip . Th is 
pe rm ission  will be  com m unicated  to  studen ts and  parents or caregivers 
with in  trip  in form ation  

 
• The  on ly tim e  when  a  ce ll phone  can  be  used  at school, is  to  support 

identified  learn ing or hea lth  needs 
 

• The  on ly tim e  when  earbuds/headphones can  be  used  is with  BYOD devices 
for learn ing activities as d irected  by the  teacher 

 
• The  Principa l m ay issue  an  exem ption  card  to  a  student when it has been  

de te rm ined that a  student’s learn ing or hea lth  needs requ ire  the  use  of a  ce ll 
phone  or earbuds/headphones 

 
• Students are  strongly encouraged to  leave  ce ll phones at hom e 

 
• The  school takes no  re sponsib ility for the  loss or dam age  of any student ce ll 

phone , earbuds or headphones brought to  school  
 

• In fringem en ts aga inst th is policy will re su lt in  discip line  actions be ing taken 
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Re vie w :  
Th is policy will be  reviewed according to  the  Trin ity Catholic College  Board  trienn ia l 
program m e of se lf-review. 
 
Re vie w  Da t e : February 2025 
 
Ra t ifie d  b y Boa rd : Sign e d  fo r  Boa rd  

 
 
Date : 6 August 2025 
 

Responsib ility:  Board  of Trin ity Catholic College 
Reviewed:  Ju ly 2025 
Next review date : Ju ly 2028 
Policy:   Student Ce ll Phone   
 
Re la ted  Docum enta tion  
● Governm en t regu lations “Phones away for the  day” 
h ttps:/ /www.educa tion .govt.nz/school/d igita l-technology/ce llphones/ 
● Governm en t legisla tion  
h ttps:/ /www.legislation .govt.nz/regu la tion/public/2023/0294/la te st/LMS927327.h tm l# LM 
S927326 
  




